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Task # 1 
Read the text and answer the provided questions. (26 points) 
Harsh marks 'put pupils off languages'
(A) Harsh and inconsistent marking is putting pupils in England off studying languages beyond age 14, a report says. The dawn of more rigorous GCSEs will further reduce interest in languages, research by the British Council and Education Development Trust suggests. It says a focus on maths and sciences, as well as a perception languages are a hard option, is also de-motivating pupils and teachers.
(B) Exams watchdog Ofqual said last year's languages results were "very stable". From September 2016, new GCSE and A-level modern language syllabuses will be taught in England, and new exams will be taken in the summer of 2018. The Language Trends Survey, in its 14th year of charting the state of language learning in England's schools, suggests these changes - particularly at A-level - will deter pupils from studying languages. It says: "The exam system is seen as one of the principal barriers to the successful development of language teaching. "The comparative difficulty of exams in languages in relation to other subjects, and widely reported harsh and inconsistent marking, are deeply de-motivating for both pupils and teachers."
(C) The report says the EBacc, where pupils have to study English, a language, maths, science and history or geography to GCSE, "appears to be having very little impact on the numbers of pupils taking languages post-16". Uptake after GCSE is found to be a particular concern, with some state schools suggesting the small numbers of students opting to take languages at A-level means the subject is becoming "financially unviable".
(D) The proportion of the total cohort sitting a GCSE in a language dropped by one percentage point (to 48%) between 2014 and 2015, ending the rise in entries seen from 2012 onward, when the EBacc was brought in. Entries for each of the three main languages fell this year compared with 2014, French is down 6%, German is down 10% and Spanish is down 3%. Overall entries for languages at A-level are at 94% of their 2002 level, and they declined by 3% between 2014 and 2015 - French uptake declined by 1% and German by 2.5% while Spanish uptake rose by almost 15%.
(E) The report does note some positive developments, particularly at primary level, saying just over half of England's primary schools now have access to specialist expertise in the teaching of languages. But primary schools report finding it hard to fit languages into the curriculum time available and to recruit suitably qualified teaching staff. Teresa Tinsley, co-author of the report, said: "Languages are already one of the harder GCSEs, and teachers fear that with the new exams it will be even tougher for pupils to get a good grade. "Combine this with the expectation that a wider range of pupils will be sitting the exam and it is not surprising that teachers feel embattled. "Improving their morale and confidence in the exam system is crucial if languages are to thrive in our schools."
(F) A spokesman for the exam regulator, Ofqual, said: "We are committed to ensuring that all GCSEs, AS- and A-levels, including those in modern foreign languages, are sufficiently valid, produce fair and reliable results and have a positive impact on teaching and learning. "Last year's results in modern foreign languages were very stable, with only small changes in the proportions achieving each grade compared to the previous year. "We have looked into concerns that it is harder for students to achieve the highest grades in A level languages. "We found this is because of the way the exams are designed, rather than the nature of the subject content. "We are keeping this under review and will be further publishing information shortly."
(G) Referring to the new modern foreign language A-levels and GCSEs being taught from this September, the spokesman added: "Before we accredit a qualification, we check the exams will be designed to allow good differentiation - including that the best students will be able to achieve the highest grades - and whether they are properly based on the new subject content."
(H) Mark Herbert, head of schools programmes at the British Council, said: "The country's current shortage of language skills is estimated to be costing the economy tens of billions in missed trade and business opportunities every year. "Parents, schools and businesses can all play their part in encouraging our young people to study languages at school and to ensure that language learning is given back the respect and prominence that it deserves." Tony McAleavy, director of research and development at the Education Development Trust, said: "The reduction in pupils opting for GCSE and A-level languages is concerning, particularly coupled with teachers' lack of faith in the exam system. "Solutions are required to give languages a firmer place in the curriculum, to make languages more compelling for pupils who find the examination process a barrier and to boost teacher morale."
Questions 1-8
Reading Passage 1 has eight paragraphs, A-H.
Choose the most suitable paragraph headings from the list of headings and write the correct letter, A-H, in boxes 1-8 on your answer sheet.
1. Data about studying ____________
2. Stable results ____________
3. Heavy economic losses ____________
4. Fairness of the exams ____________
5. A hard option ____________
6. A-level changings ____________
7. The most important thing for languages to be able to prosper ____________
8. Weak influence on pupils ____________
Questions 9-13
Classify the events with the following dates.
A. 2018
B. 2016
C. 2014-2015
D. None of the above

In boxes 9-13 on your answer sheet, write either A, B, C or D.
9. A Drop of GCSE to 48% ____________
10. New syllabus system arrives in England ____________
11. The start of new exams ____________
12. The rise in entries ____________
13. The decline of French by 1 percent ____________


Task # 2 
Mark the correct answers. (54 points)
1. I'm very happy _____ in India. I really miss being there.
A. to live
B. to have lived
C. to be lived
D. to be living
2.They didn't reach an agreement ______ their differences.
A. on account of
B. due
C. because
D. owing
3.I wish I _____ those words. But now it's too late.
A. not having said
B. have never said
C. never said
D. had never said
4. The woman, who has been missing for 10 days, is believed _____.
A. to be abducted
B. to be abducting
C. to have been abducted
D. to have been abducting
5. She was working on her computer with her baby next to _____.
A. herself
B. her
C. her own
D. hers
6. _____ to offend anyone, she said both cakes were equally good.
A. Not wanting
B. As not wanting
C. She didn't want
D. Because not wanting
7. _____ in trying to solve this problem. It's clearly unsolvable.
A. There's no point
B. It's no point
C. There isn't point
D. It's no need
8. Last year, when I last met her, she told me she _____ a letter every day for the last two months.
A. had written
B. has written
C. had been writing
D. wrote
9. He _____ robbed as he was walking out of the bank.
A. had
B. did
C. got
D. were
10. _____ forced to do anything. He acted of his own free will.
A. In no way was he
B. No way he was
C. In any way he was
D. In any way was he
11. It _____ the best idea to pay for those tickets by credit card. It was too risky.
A. may not have been
B. may not be
C. might not be
D. must not have been
12. They _____ in the basement for three months.
A. were made sleeping
B. were made sleep
C. were made to sleep
D. made to sleep
13. We'll never know what might have happened _____ the email earlier.
A. if he sent
B. had he sent
C. if he has sent
D. did he sent
14. If success _____, we need to prepare ourselves for every possible scenario.
A. is to be achieved
B. is achieved
C. will be achieved
D. is due to achieve
15. ______ gifts to the judges.
A. It's not allowed offering
B. It's not permitted to offer
C. It's not permitted offering
D. It's not allowed to offer
16. Many accidents in the home could be … if householders gave more thought to safety.
A. avoided
B. excluded
C. protected
17. The sole child from the plane was nervous because he … before.
A. hasn’t flown
B. didn’t fly
C. hadn’t flown
18. There’s a bus … ten minutes.
A. each
B. every
C. most
19. Why were you so unfriendly … her?
A. of
B. for
C. to
20. The story was really boring. It was … I’ve ever read.
A. the more boring story
B. the most boring story
C. most boring story
21. The plane … down at Budapest on its way to China.
A. visited
B. touched
C. landed
22. Smoking is a bad habit. Many people find difficult to … it.
A. break
B. beat
C. cough
23. It is a good idea to be … dressed when we go for an interview.
A. smartly
B. clearly
C. finely
24. What time … on television?
A. is news
B. is the news
C. are the news
25. The traffic lights … to red.
A. shone
B. turned
C. exchanged
26. The nurse … a rare disease.
A. caught
B. took
C. infected
27. I phoned him to make an early … at the hairdresser’s.
A. order
B. date
C. appointment

Task # 3 
Write an essay (at least, 250 words) (20 points) 
Some believe that students should begin learning a language very early in school while others think these subjects should be taught later. Discuss both sides and give your own opinion.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


